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efforts "which, were made to extinguish it; and all
this with an air of menace, as persons who were
obeying superior commands.1 Massive constructions
of stone, close to the imperial residence, the site of
which N"cro was known to covet, were knocked to
pieces as in a siege. When the conflagration began
for the second time, it was in buildings belonging to
Tigellinus. What confirmed suspicion was, that after
the fire, Nero, under pretext of removing the ruins
at his own expense, in order that the sites might be
left free to their owners, undertook the task of carry-
ing away the building materials, and allowed no one
to come near as he executed it. Things were much
worse when he was seen to grasp his own advantage
among the ruins of the city, and his new palace,
that Golden House which had so long been the play-
thing of his delirious imagination, rose upon the site
of the old temporary residence, enlarged by the area
which the fire had cleared.2 Men thought that his
object had been to prepare the site of this new

1  It is possible that these were malefactors, increasing the dis-
order for purposes of plunder.

2  Sueton. Nero, 31, 38.